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Toolbox Talk: Chain Saw Safety 

Introduction 
Chain saws are powerful tools that make many 
tasks easier, but they come with inherent risks. 
Proper safety practices are crucial to prevent 
injuries, such as cuts, bruises, and strains, as well 
as to mitigate the risk of fire. This talk will cover 
essential safety measures to follow when 
operating a chain saw. 
 
Pre-Operation Guidelines 
1. Review Manufacturer’s Instructions 

• Understand Your Equipment: Before using a chain saw or any power equipment, thoroughly 
read and understand the manufacturer’s instructions for operation and maintenance. If you 
lack access to these instructions, seek guidance from reliable sources or experienced 
individuals. 

2. Wear Personal Protective Equipment 
• Clothing: Wear snug-fitting clothing and avoid jewelry that can get caught in the chain. In 

areas where falling objects are a risk, wear a hard hat. 
• Eye Protection: Use safety goggles to shield your eyes from twigs, sawdust, and flying debris. 
• Footwear: Wear safety shoes to protect your feet from potential drops of the saw or heavy 

logs. 
• Hearing Protection: Since chain saws are noisy, always use hearing protection to prevent 

hearing damage. 
• Chaps: It is recommended to wear chainsaw chaps, also known as chainsaw protective 

trousers, when using a chainsaw because they protect your legs from accidental cuts. 
 

 
Chainsaw Chaps 



 
 

 

OSHAccredited Safety Institute | 6805 West Commercial Blvd • P.O.Box 248 • Tamarac FL, 33319 
info@oshaccredited.com | (954) 871-0188 | oshaccredited.com 

 
Before Starting the Chain Saw 

1. Inspect the Saw 
• Check Components: Inspect the chain saw for loose fittings, proper chain sharpness and 

tension, a secure spark plug, a clean air filter, and a functioning muffler. Regular maintenance 
ensures optimal performance and safety. 

• Maintenance: Address any defects before use. For complex repairs, consult a professional 
technician. 

2. Fueling Safety 
• Mix Fuel Correctly: Most chain saws use a two-cycle engine requiring an oil-gasoline mixture. 

Follow the manufacturer’s mixing instructions precisely. 
• Use Safety Containers: Only use approved containers for fuel and ensure no smoking or open 

flames are present near fuel storage or during refueling. 
• Handle Spills Carefully: Remove any fuel or oil spills from the saw before starting. Allow the 

saw to cool before refueling, and always start the saw away from the fueling area. Avoid 
starting the saw if there is any spilled fuel on it. 

 
Operational Safety 

1. Site Preparation 
• Clear the Area: Ensure that all bystanders are at a safe distance from the cutting site. Inspect 

the material for embedded nails or wires that could damage the saw. 
• Plan Your Retreat: Establish a safe escape route away from the direction of the tree’s fall to 

avoid potential hazards. 

2. Handling the Saw 
• Grip and Position: Hold the saw firmly with both hands and keep it away from your body and 

any obstructions before starting. Never let the chain touch anything but the intended material. 
• Control: Maintain a firm two-handed grip on the handles to control the saw effectively. 

 
Cutting Procedures 

1. Safe Cutting Practices 
• Avoid Overhead Work: Refrain from cutting wood directly overhead or at distances that 

compromise your control of the saw. When trimming felled timber, stand on the opposite side 
of the trunk to provide a barrier between you and the saw in case of slippage. 

• Be Aware of Tension: Watch for branches under tension and position yourself accordingly to 
avoid injury. 
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2. Preventing Pinch 

• Handle Pinching: Take care to prevent the guide bar and chain from pinching. If the saw 
becomes bound, shut it off immediately. Prefer using wooden wedges to free the saw, as they 
cause less damage to the equipment than metal wedges. 

 
3. Tree Felling and Falling 

• Check for Power Lines: Ensure that trees do not fall onto power lines. If necessary, call out 
“timber” to alert anyone in-the vicinity of the falling tree. 

• Retreat Safely: Once the tree begins to fall, turn off the saw and follow your planned escape 
route. Watch out for rebound from the tree butt and prioritize your safety over equipment. 

 
Learning by Experience 

• Continual Improvement: Always learn from each experience and continuously improve your 
skills and safety practices. Observing experienced operators and seeking feedback can 
enhance your proficiency and safety. 

 
Summary 
Safe operation of a chain saw involves several key practices: 

• Review Instructions: Thoroughly understand and follow the manufacturer’s guidelines. 
• Wear Protective Gear: Use appropriate clothing, eye, foot, and hearing protection. 
• Inspect Before Use: Ensure the saw is in good working condition and properly maintained. 
• Fuel Safely: Follow proper fueling procedures and handle fuel with care. 
• Prepare the Site: Clear the area, plan your retreat, and inspect the material. 
• Handle with Care: Maintain control of the saw, avoid overhead cutting, and be cautious of 

pinching. 
• Felling Practices: Check for hazards, use appropriate signals, and retreat safely. 

 
By adhering to these safety measures, you can minimize risks and ensure safer and more effective 
chain saw operation. Always approach each task with caution and a focus on safety. 
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